Knowing God By Ji Packer

Knowing God by J.I. Packer
Introduction

Knowing God by J.I. Packer is a profound and enduring Christian classic that has impacted countless believers and
seekers alike. First published in 1973, the book aims to deepen the reader’s understanding of the character and
attributes of God, while also fostering a personal relationship rooted in biblical truth. Packer’s work stands out for its
clarity, theological depth, and practical application, making complex doctrines accessible to a broad audience. This
article explores the core themes of Knowing God, its significance in Christian spiritual formation, and how it
continues to serve as a vital resource for anyone seeking to know God more intimately.

The Significance of Knowing God in Christian Faith
The Biblical Foundation

At the heart of Packer’s message is the biblical assertion that knowing God is the ultimate pursuit of human life. The
book draws heavily from Scripture, emphasizing that knowing God is not merely an intellectual exercise but a
relational experience. As Jeremiah 9:23-24 states, "Let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows
me." Packer underscores that true knowledge of God transforms a person’s life, shaping their values, actions, and
worldview.

The Personal Dimension

Packer advocates for a personal relationship with God—a knowledge that is experiential and transformative. He
writes, “Knowledge of God is a matter of personal relationship, not merely acquiring facts about Him.” This personal
dimension distinguishes mere intellectual assent from genuine faith, encouraging believers to cultivate intimacy with
God through prayer, obedience, and trust.

The Core Themes of Knowing God
The Attributes of God

One of Packer’s central themes is the exploration of God’s attributes—those characteristics that define His nature
and make Him worthy of worship. He categorizes these attributes into two groups:

1. Incommunicable Attributes: These are unique to God and cannot be shared by humans, such as omnipotence,
omniscience, and omnipresence.

2. Communicable Attributes: These are qualities that God shares with humans to some extent, like love, mercy,
goodness, and holiness.

Packer emphasizes that understanding these attributes helps believers develop a more accurate and reverent view
of God, fostering awe and humility.

The Doctrine of God’s Self-Disclosure
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Packer stresses that God has chosen to reveal Himself through Scripture and Jesus Christ. This self-disclosure is
essential for knowing God truly. The Bible, as the inspired word of God, serves as the primary source for
understanding His nature and will. Packer advocates a high view of Scripture, viewing it as the authoritative and
sufficient revelation of God's character.

The Priority of Knowing God

Packer articulates that knowing God is the highest aim of human life. He refutes the idea that religion is primarily
about moral behavior or ritual, asserting instead that the core of Christianity is a relationship with the living God. This
relationship is characterized by:

1. Intimate knowledge: Personal familiarity and understanding.
2. Transformational impact: Changing hearts and lives.
3. Joy and security: Found in the assurance of God's love and sovereignty.

How to Know God According to Packer
Engaging with Scripture

Packer’s first and foremost recommendation is immersing oneself in the Bible. Regular reading, meditation, and
study of Scripture are vital for discovering God's character. He encourages believers to approach the Bible with
reverence and a desire to encounter God personally.

Prayer and Worship

Knowing God involves active communication. Prayer is the means by which believers converse with God, express
their love and dependence, and listen for His guidance. Worship, both corporate and personal, helps foster a sense
of awe and reverence, deepening the relationship.

Obedience and Trust

Packer emphasizes that knowing God is closely linked to obedience. As believers obey God's commands, they
experience His faithfulness and grow in intimacy. Trusting in God's promises and character is fundamental to
developing a personal knowledge of Him.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in revealing God to believers. Packer highlights that the Spirit illuminates
Scripture, convicts of sin, and enables believers to understand and experience God's love. A receptive heart to the
Spirit's prompting is essential for genuine knowing of God.

The Practical Implications of Knowing God
Assurance of Salvation

A deep knowledge of God provides believers with confidence and assurance of their salvation. Understanding God's
nature as loving, just, and faithful reassures believers that their salvation is secure in His hands.

Cultivating Christian Character

Knowing God influences how believers live. As Packer notes, “The more you know God, the more you love Him,”



which in turn leads to a life characterized by holiness, compassion, and integrity.
Evangelism and Discipleship

A genuine knowledge of God fuels evangelism—sharing the gospel with others—and discipleship—growing in
Christ-likeness. When believers truly know God, they are motivated to introduce others to Him and to reflect His
character in their daily lives.

Critical Reflections and Legacy
Impact on Christian Theology and Spirituality

Knowing God has profoundly influenced evangelical theology, emphasizing the importance of personal relationship
with Christ and a high view of Scripture. It has inspired countless sermons, studies, and personal devotions centered
on divine attributes and intimacy with God.

Critiques and Challenges

While widely praised, some critics argue that Packer’s focus on doctrinal clarity may sometimes overshadow the
experiential and emotional aspects of faith. Nevertheless, his balanced approach encourages both doctrinal
understanding and heartfelt devotion.

Enduring Relevance

Decades after its publication, Knowing God remains a vital resource because it addresses the fundamental human
desire to understand and be known by God. Its emphasis on biblical truth, personal relationship, and practical
application continues to resonate with believers seeking a deeper spiritual life.

Conclusion

Knowing God by J.I. Packer is more than a theological treatise; it is a call to deepen one’s relationship with the
Creator of the universe. By exploring God's attributes, emphasizing Scripture and Spirit-led discovery, and
highlighting the transformational power of true knowledge, Packer provides a roadmap for believers to pursue
intimacy with God. Ultimately, the book reminds us that to know God is the greatest achievement and the highest
privilege of human life—an ongoing journey that leads to joy, purpose, and eternal life. Whether you are a seasoned
theologian or a new believer, Knowing God offers invaluable insights that can transform your understanding of and
relationship with the divine, guiding you closer to the heart of the Almighty.

Knowing God by J.I. Packer: A Deep Dive into the Heart of Christian Faith Knowing God by J.I. Packer has long
been regarded as a seminal work in Christian spiritual literature. With its compelling blend of theological depth and
accessible language, the book has inspired countless believers and seekers alike to deepen their understanding of
the divine. Published in 1973, Packer’s work continues to stand as a foundational resource for those eager to
explore the nature of God and how human beings can genuinely come to know Him. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the book’s core themes, its significance within Christian thought, and why it remains a
vital read for anyone interested in authentic Christian faith. The Significance of Knowing God in Christian Life
Understanding the centrality of relationship At its core, Knowing God emphasizes that Christianity is fundamentally
about a personal relationship with God, rather than mere religious rituals or intellectual assent. Packer argues that
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knowing God transforms the believer’s life, fostering a sense of awe, love, and obedience grounded in
understanding who God truly is. The difference between knowing about God and knowing God Many people have a
superficial knowledge of God—knowing facts about Him, His attributes, and biblical stories. However, Packer
stresses that genuine knowing involves an intimate, personal relationship. It’s akin to the difference between

knowing about a famous person and actually knowing them personally. Why knowing God matters - It shapes our
identity and purpose. - It provides comfort amid life's trials. - It fuels worship and devotion. - It guides moral and
ethical living. Packer asserts that the pursuit of knowing God is the highest calling of human life, and this pursuit is
rooted in the biblical revelation of God's character. Core Themes Explored in "Knowing God" 1. The Character of
God: Key Attributes One of Packer’s primary contributions is his detailed exploration of God's attributes, which form
the foundation for understanding His nature. A. The Majesty and Sovereignty of God Packer emphasizes God's
supreme authority and rule over the universe. Recognizing God's sovereignty encourages believers to trust His plans
and purposes, even amid uncertainty. B. The Love of God He highlights that God's love is central to His character.
Unlike human love, divine love is unconditional and sacrificial, exemplified supremely in the life and death of Jesus
Christ. C. The Holiness and Justice of God God’s holiness signifies His moral perfection, while His justice ensures
that evil is ultimately dealt with. Both attributes underscore the seriousness with which God regards sin and His
commitment to righteousness. D. The Grace and Mercy of God Packer points to God's gracious nature—offering
salvation as a free gift—and His mercy in forgiving sinners. E. The Immutability and Sovereignty God’s unchanging
nature (immutability) and His complete control over all creation are vital for understanding His reliability and
trustworthiness. 2. The Necessity of Personal Faith Packer stresses that knowing God is not merely an intellectual
pursuit but involves personal trust and commitment. Faith is the means by which individuals enter into a relationship
with God. Key aspects of faith include: - Trust: Believing in God's promises. - Repentance: Turning away from sin. -
Obedience: Living in accordance with God's will. - Relationship: Developing intimacy with the divine. 3. The Role of
Scripture The Bible is portrayed as the primary avenue through which believers come to know God. Packer
underscores the importance of Scripture’s authority and clarity in revealing God's character. Highlights include: - The
Bible as God's Word. - Personal engagement with Scripture. - The importance of biblical literacy for spiritual growth.
4. The Practice of Knowing God Packer provides practical guidance on cultivating a deeper relationship with God: -
Regular prayer and reflection. - Studying Scripture. - Worship and praise. - Fellowship with other believers. -
Obedient living aligned with biblical truth. Packer’s Approach: Theological Depth Made Accessible A balanced
perspective Packer brilliantly balances rigorous theological insight with clear, engaging language. His aim is to make
profound truths about God accessible to ordinary believers, not just theologians. Use of biblical language He
adopted,
understanding and deepen their relationship with God. Personal reflections Throughout the book, Packer shares

encourages believers to adopt biblical terminology—such as “redeemed, justified”—to enrich their
personal anecdotes and reflections, making the theological concepts resonate on a human level. The Impact and
Legacy of "Knowing God" 1. A Classic in Christian Literature Since its publication, Knowing God has been translated
into numerous languages and sold millions of copies worldwide. lts influence extends across denominations,
inspiring pastors, theologians, and laypeople. 2. A Tool for Evangelism and Discipleship Many churches use the
book as a foundational text for teaching new believers about the nature of God and the Christian life. 3. An Enduring
theological resource Packer’s detailed exploration of God's attributes remains a vital reference for theological study
and personal devotion. Why Read "Knowing God" Today? In an age marked by skepticism, spiritual superficiality,
and moral relativism, Knowing God offers a solid foundation rooted in biblical truth. It challenges readers to pursue a
genuine, dynamic relationship with the Creator, emphasizing that such knowing is the most fulfilling pursuit of human



existence. Key reasons to read the book today include: - To deepen understanding of God's nature. - To strengthen
personal faith. - To find assurance and hope amid life's challenges. - To cultivate a more authentic worship
experience. - To equip oneself for meaningful evangelism. Final Thoughts: The Lifelong Journey of Knowing God J.I.
Packer’s Knowing God is more than a theological treatise; it is a heartfelt invitation to embark on a lifelong journey of
discovery. The book reminds believers that knowing God is not a one-time event but a continuous process—one that

transforms, sustains, and ultimately fulfills. In a world hungry for truth and authenticity, Packer’s insights serve as a

guiding light, encouraging believers to pursue a vibrant, personal relationship with the divine. As he eloquently

states, "What makes life worthwhile is having a deep relationship with the living God." For anyone serious about

understanding the Christian faith, Knowing God remains an indispensable guide, inspiring generations to seek,

know, and love the God who reveals Himself through His Word and His Son, Jesus Christ.

Questions & Answers About knowing god by ji packer

No Question Answer

1 What is the main focus of 'Knowing 'Knowing God' emphasizes understanding God's character and
God' by J.l. Packer? nature, encouraging believers to deepen their relationship with Him

through knowledge of His attributes and His Word.

2 How does J.l. Packer define the Packer describes knowing God as a personal, relational knowledge
concept of knowing God? that involves both intellectual understanding and heartfelt trust,

rooted in God's self-revelation through Scripture.

3 Why is 'Knowing God' considered a Because it helps believers develop a more intimate and accurate
foundational book for Christian understanding of God's character, which in turn fosters genuine
spiritual growth? worship, obedience, and transformation.

4 What are some key attributes of God | Packer emphasizes attributes such as God's holiness, love,
highlighted in Packer's book? sovereignty, mercy, and faithfulness, illustrating how these qualities

shape Christian life and faith.

5 How has 'Knowing God' impacted The book has inspired many believers and pastors to prioritize a
contemporary Christian thought and doctrinal understanding of God, promoting a deeper, more reverent
practice? worship and a more resilient faith amidst modern challenges.

6 What role does Scripture play in J.1. Scripture is central; Packer underscores that knowing God is
Packer's understanding of knowing rooted in studying and meditating on the Bible, which reveals God's
God? character and invites personal encounter.

7 Who would benefit most from reading | Both new believers seeking to understand their faith and mature
'Knowing God' by J.I. Packer? Christians looking to deepen their relationship with God will find

valuable insights and encouragement in this book.

knowing god, ji packer, Christian spirituality, spiritual growth, divine knowledge, theology, Christian living, God's

attributes, spiritual maturity, faith development
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